
What's Happening to Combat New World screwworm? 

New World screwworm is not yet in Texas. However, it is well understood the 

devastation the pest can cause. Current efforts are underway to address the threat of 

New World screwworm. 

Coordination at the State Level 

Governor Greg Abbott directed the Texas Animal Health Commission and Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department to form the Texas New World Screwworm 

Response Team, tasked with leading prevention and preparedness efforts 

statewide.  

[Learn More] 

USDA Five-Pronged Strategy 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins introduced the New World Screwworm 

Domestic Readiness and Response Policy Initiative, a comprehensive five-

pronged strategy to enhance USDA’s already robust ability to detect, control, and 

eliminate this pest. 

[Learn More] 

Expanded Sterile Insect Technology Capacity 

Our ability to protect Texas from New World screwworm is limited by a critical 

production gap of sterile New World screwworm flies. Currently, the world’s only 

sterile fly production facility is located in Panama, and limited to producing a 

maximum of 100 million flies per week.  

In May 2025, USDA announced a $21 million investment to renovate an existing 

fruit fly production facility in Metapa, Mexico to produce 60-100 million additional 

sterile New World screwworm flies weekly. 

In June 2025, USDA announced the immediate construction of a sterile insect 

dispersal facility at Moore Air Base near Edinburg, TX, set to be completed in 

2025. 

 

Education & Outreach 

The Screwworm Coalition of Texas is working alongside animal health officials to deliver 

trusted and reliable information about the threat of New World screwworm. 

Upcoming Events 

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-twpd-tahc-to-establish-texas-new-world-screwworm-response-team
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nws-visit-policy-brief.pdf
https://screwwormtx.org/reporting/

